Iddings shares passion for reading,
books with Washington students
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PIQUA —Washington Intermedi-
ate School library aide Misty Iddings
has always loved books and reading
“Now; [ got to develop that passion in
fourth-, fifth, and sixth-graders,” she
said. “1 find out what interests a stu-
dent, and then, match books and sto-
ries to that student.”

Iddings. a Piqua native, graduated
from Piqua High Schoal in 1992 She
was in French Club, was a cheer-
leader, and sang in the choir and
Show Choir She performed in the
school musicals including Hello
Dolly’

Following high school, she at-
tended Edizon Community Colloge
taking classes in Human Services.
She married in 1994 and became a

stay at home mom after their two
children were born. When the kids
reached school age, [ddings started
volunteering at their schools, I
helped at Nicklin School and tutored
at Springrreek,” she said, “T got in-
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volved in many things. | coached Y
basketball and Little League base-
ball and =ofthall and even advisod
cheerleader squads”

In 2004, she was asked to fill in as
the building secretary at Washing-
ton. The following year, she was hired
as a full ime building aide at Wash-
ington. Iddings did this for two years;

then, she was hired to be the h-
brary aide in 2007,

“1 enjoy working with this ago
group,” she said. “Thev are still im-
preesionable, and I can help them
soo things outside of their own
small world.” Idding= likes to got
students excited about reading and
books, “When [ was young [ got the
passion when I started reading
about things that interested me,”
she said. T try to find those inter-
osts in my students, so they can
find their own passion.”

Besides the Library, Iddings tu-
tors struggling sixth-praders and
aszigty in the classroom when a
teacher needs an extra pair of
hands. She organized the annual
Healthy Habits Diay at Washington.
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“In the spring, we have uest Washington Intermediate School li-

brarian Misty Iddings checks books

See Books/Page 6 that have been refurned to her desk.

Books ——

Continued from page 1

speakers come in to talk
about foods, exercise, and
staying healthy” she said.

Right to Fead Week is an-

other spring project. “Wo
play Library Jeopardy and
classes compete against
each other” Iddings said.
“It's a big deal because the
winning class gets an ico
croam party”
Iddings is hoping to res-
urrect a Diversity Day
where people from differont
ethnic, social, economic, and
religious backgrounds come
in to give presentations.

She engineored a grant
from McDonalds and has or-
ganized a Heroes of Ohio
project for the school. “We
will study and do assign-
mente about 28 famous
Ohioans such as Meil Arm-
strong, the Wright Brothers,
Tecumseh, and LS. Grant”
she said. “The highlight will
be a visit from author Rick
Sowash who wrote the book
— Heroes of Ohio” Mr
Sowash will present the Tiv-
ing timeline at Washington
at 9am. March 14. The pub-
lic is invited to hear this spe-
cial presentation.

Iddingz is excited about
moving to a new building in
three years. [ think I have
the smallest library in the
district,” she said. “More
room and updated technol-
ogy will be a weleomed
change for our students.”

Outside the library Id-
dings" hobbies include
sewing, swimming, and of
course, reading. Her talent
for sewing has resulted in
her sewing for Piqua High
school musicals and for the
summer Mugic Warchouse
productions. “I really enjoy
helping with the musicals”
ghe said. “This summer I'm
the eostume coordinator for
Music Warehouse,” she said.
“We aro performing Sister
Act, 9 to b, Rock of Ages,
Memphis, and other exciting
productions”

At home, she and her
husband Troy who i= an
electrician for Cargill of Sid-
nev have beon married 18
vyoars. They have a son and
adaughter. Sierra is a junior
at PHS, and Troy iz in the
Bth grade at the junior high.



