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PIQUA — There was no big career dilemma for
Bennett Intermediate School soral studies in-
structor Marcie Anderson. “T knew at a young ago
that 1 wanted to be a teacher” she said. “Two of
my aunts Avonelle Phelps (Aunt Polly) and Ester
Beckstedt wore teachers. [ remember helping
Aunt Polly grade papers and make bulletin
boards.”
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Anderson graduated from Troy High School in
1889, She was a peor counselor, naturally, and she
pitched and played cutfield for the Trojan softhall
team. She enrolled at the University of Findlay
and earned her bachelor's degree in Elementary
Education in 1993. Later, she received a master’s
degree in the Teacher Leader program from
Wright State University:

Kot able to find a teaching position in the ares,
Anderson subbed for five years in the Trow, Piqua,
and Sidney school systems, “I worked for many
summers for Tipp City Parks” she said. “And, I
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coached froshman softhall at
Troy for seven soasons.” Fi-
nally, she landed a spot at
High Strect School teaching

art and mugic. “That lasted
for five weelks, and a more
prossing nood moved me to
South Street to teach 5th
grade” she =aid. “When
South Street closed, I went to
Bennett™ She taught 5th
grade for 13 years and, this
year, moved to 6th grade so-
cial studies.

“It 1= a change because bth
grade was United Statos his-
tory. and Gth grade is World
History,” she said. “So, I am
learning a lot just like the
kide” Anderson uses hands-
on learning and special pro-
pets to keop the students
interested. “We are studyving
the Mediterranean area.” sho
said. “The students will ba
making and sampling differ-
ent foods from that region.”

Besides her four sactions
of social studies, Anderson
teaches one class of Charac-
ter Education. “The class is
designed to boost a student’s
solf confidence, to help them
take control of their lives, to
provide them with skills they
can use to organize and in-
teract with others,” she said.
“1 have seen a real, signifi-
cant difference in the stu-

dents’ behaviors and per
formances.” Anderson uses
stories and storvielling to
motivate students. “T can see
the wheels turning in their
heads as they are thinking
about how thov can make a
positive change.”

A spm—aﬁ'ﬂﬂhedmrﬂrter
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About Me Gazette' bulletin
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son works in her classroom last week.

students decorates the board
with things that represent
what the student likes and
stands for. “The students re-
ally got excited about shar-
ing this with others”
Anderson said. “They do a
mod job of describing them-
solves through words and
pictures”

The 6Gth praders work
with carcer education and
research what they might

| want to do later in Iife. “Wa

just visited the Upper Valley
Carecr Center,” said Ander-
son. “Students lock into three
career paths that are of in-
terest to them, and what
classes they will nead to take
to do that career”

Anderson is pari of the
Math Intervention team at
schoal. “T help 8-10 students
with math skills that they
will need for the Ohio
Achievement Tosts.” she said.
“We focus on a =kill a week
for ten weeks" Other extra
duties Anderson haz done
are serving as a building rop
for the Piqua Education As-
sociation and being a mem-
ber of Bennett’s Continuous
Improvement Committes
and the district’s Calendar
Commitiee.

At home, Anderson enjoys
working in the garden. She
and her hushand Greg, a
paraprofossional  at  the
TUVCC in the Auto Collision
program, have been married
gix years. Marcie follows
NASCAR drivers Dale Jar-
rott and Tomy Stewart. But,
ghe i a Kentucky baskethall
fanatic. “T have a UK baskot-
ball bulletin board in my
room,” she said “The kids
bring in items for the board,
and we have some fively dis-
cuzsions during basketball
soason.”



