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PIQUA — As a high =chool stu-
dent, Jim Vetter, intorvention tech-
mician at Pigua High School, thought
his Jove of music would lead him to
becoma a school band director In col-
lego, Vetter realized he did not have
the patience and persistence fo pur-
sue that career. Little did he know
that he would wind up in a career
that revolves around pationce, un-
derstanding, and persistence.

Voettor grew up in Piqua and grad-
uated from Piqua High School in
1965. He ran track for the Indians,
bt his passion was music. He played
trumpet and baritone horn and was
the drum major for the marching
band. “T thought I could be a band di-
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Piqua High School intervention specialist Jim Vetter, seated,
checks on some paperwork with principal Tony Lyons in his
office last week. Vetter (leff) mans a line on the Gen'l Harri-
son canal boat at the John Johnston Farm and Indian

Agency last fail.

rector,” hie said. "However, | wasn't re-
ally ready to go to college, =0 I chose
an alternate path.”

He worked for & year helping his
father in the electrical business,
Noxt, Vetter wont to rural Eastern
Kentucdky towork at a church board-
ing achool “The road system in rural
Kentucky was very bad at the time,
and it would have taken hours of
travel for someone to got to the clos-
est school,” he said. “As a result,
many churches ran their own
schools, and I started working at
Redbird High School run by the
Methodist Church.” His duties in-
cluded handyman, activites director,
and fillin dorm parent. He also
worked with the local Bay Scouts.

Aftor two years, Vetter enrofled at
(Oterbein University to start his col-
lege education. “T chose bo come back

to the area and go to Otterbein.” he
=aid. “My future bride was a siudent
there" In 1972, he earned his bache-
lor's degree in sociology. “Otterbein
was a great experience,” he said, “Tt
put things into perspective and gave
me confidence.”

Vetter and his wife Bronda tock
jobs at Children’s Home in Wor-
thington outside of Columbus, a res-
idential treatment facility for
youngsters. “We worked there fior two
vears,” he said. “It started us on a
long path of helping young pecple.”

His next stop was Miami County
Children's Services. He fillod a vari-
oty of positions including caso worker
and supervisor. “It was a tough job
trouble-shooting  problems where
kide were involved” he =aid. “1
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always worn a beeper, and [ can re-
member handling a serious problom on
more than one Christmas Day”

Vettor spent seven years with Chil-
dren's Protective Services, then, bacame
the regional director for Head Start in
thi= area for three years. “We covered
five counties, two time zones, and three
area codes,” he said, “Needless to say, it
kept me busy and on the road.” After
Head Start, Vettor spent over ten yoars
as the director of Miami County Chil-
dren's Services. In 1999, he joined the
Miami County Educational Serviee
Conter and worked in schools through-
out Miami County. “1 typically visited
eix sthool districts every weok.” Cur-
rently, he is in his sopond year of work-
ing exclusively at Piqua High School.

At PHS, Vetter works with many
students helping them dewvelop appro-
priate social and coping skills. Az with
his previous jobs, he also deals with
unique and epecial situations. “Many of
my students have Individual Education
Plans that require this intervention,
bt I will work with any student who is
reforred to me” he =aid. “Tve worked
with one tenth of the students at PHS"

“I reach out to students and try to
touch them in a positive way,” he zaid. *]
will meet with most of my studentz of a
regular basis to make sure they are
making progress and staying on the
right path.” Vetter works with in-school
suspension students and students who
are in danger of heing suspended or ex-
pelled who are part of the Alternate Ed-
ucation program.

Away from school, Vetter iz a busy
person. He is President of the
Southview Neighborhood Association.
He officiated soccer for 26 years. And in
the summer, he is the captain of the
Canal Boat and Canal state certified
mterproter at Johnson Farm. "T'm fully
trained in Mule 101" he said with a
smile. “T toll my friends it’s noy quarter
of a million dollar vacht”

Vetter and his wife whois a teachers'
aide with the school music programs at
PHS and the junior high have been
married 43 years. They have one son,
Josh who works at Johnson Farm. Jim
and Broenda sing in local musical
groups including the New Renaissance
Singers. Jim plays trumpet for area
civic bands and the Gotham City Brass
Quintat.



